
 

 
                                                                                                                                                                      

Manor Primary School 
 Subject: Year 5  

Autumn Term: En route pour l’ecole (Our Way to School) 
 

Overview of the Learning: 

In this unit children will learn to say the alphabet in French and continue to gain confidence in using numbers. They learn how to understand and use names for places in their local 
area. They follow and give directions, and they describe their route to school. They learn some strategies for keeping a conversation going. 

Core Aims  

 understand and respond to spoken and written language from a variety of 
authentic sources. 

 speak with increasing confidence, fluency and spontaneity, finding ways of 
communicating what they want to say, including through discussion and asking 
questions, and continually improving the accuracy of their pronunciation and 
intonation. 

 can write at varying length, for different purposes and audiences, using the 
variety of grammatical structures that they have learnt. 

 discover and develop an appreciation of a range of writing in the language 
studied. 

Children should be taught: 

 listen attentively to spoken language and show understanding by joining in and 
responding 

 explore the patterns and sounds of language through songs and rhymes and link 
the spelling, sound and meaning of words 

 engage in conversations; ask and answer questions; express opinions and respond to 
those of others; seek clarification and help* 

 speak in sentences, using familiar vocabulary, phrases and basic language 
structures 

 develop accurate pronunciation and intonation so that others understand when 
they are reading aloud or using familiar words and phrases* 

 present ideas and information orally to a range of audiences* 

 read carefully and show understanding of words, phrases and simple writing 

 appreciate stories, songs, poems and rhymes in the language 

 broaden their vocabulary and develop their ability to understand new words that 
are introduced into familiar written material, including through using a 
dictionary 

 write phrases from memory, and adapt these to create new sentences, to express 
ideas clearly 

 describe people, places, things and actions orally* and in writing 

 understand basic grammar appropriate to the language being studied, including 
(where relevant): feminine, masculine and neuter forms and the conjugation of 
high-frequency verbs; key features and patterns of the language; how to apply 



 

 
                                                                                                                                                                      

these, for instance, to build sentences; and how these differ from or are similar 
to English.  

Expectations 
Children can: 

 Show an understanding of what is being said by responding to words, longer phrases and questions with increased confidence. 
 Listen to new vocabulary and make sensible predictions about what is being said. 
 Respond in sentences giving short details and simple phrases 
 Begin to use the correct intonation 

 Use a dictionary to help find words 
 Begin to write simple and compound sentences independently 

 

Outcomes 
Children will: 

 extend their knowledge of places around the school  
 talk about everyday routines and subjects studied during the school da 
 revise telling the time to the hour and extend this to using quarter-hours and minutes 
 revise some adjectives to describe appearance. 

Cross Curricular links: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
                                                                                                                                                                      

Learning Objectives Suggested Learning Opportunities  Resources  

To know the alphabet in French.  
 

ABC- The Alphabet 
Children listen to a recording of a French alphabet song or rap.  
 
Divide the alphabet into manageable sections. Practise the alphabet section by section as a class. Allocate 
sections to different groups and repeat the alphabet song. Each group joins in with their section. 
 
Reinforce the alphabet by adapting some of the games used to teach numbers (see Unit 1). 
Play Alphabet Ping-Pong, where you ‘bat’ the first letter to children and they ‘bat’ back the second, and 
so on.  
Extension: Play Alphabet Ping-Pong as a pair or small-group game. 
 
Combine revision of numbers with the alphabet, by displaying an alphabet chart with each letter 
numbered in sequence, eg A=1, B=2. Ask children to say, for example, the letter that goes with number 

15 (Numéro 15, c’est quelle lettre?) Provide some children with individual alphabet strips as extra 
support. Play the game in pairs, with children choosing to say either a letter or a number and their 
partner giving the corresponding answer. 
 
Give children a sequence of numbers that spell out a familiar word, eg 19-1-12-21-20 = salut. 
In pairs, children work out their own coded words. They call out the numbers for other children to 
crack the code. Provide some children with a list of words to choose from. 
 
Extension: Play Le Pendu (Hangman) as a class. Alternatively, hold a ‘spelling bee’, with children 
spelling out their own or each other’s names. 
Revise numbers 10 to 100 by counting in multiples of 10. Play Montrez-moi (Show Me), where children 
write down on a mini-whiteboard the number that you call out.  

 Alphabet song or rap 

 Alphabet chart 
 

To identify places in our locality.   
 

Features of the locality 
Display a 6x6 grid. Label the squares on the horizontal axis with letters. Label those on the vertical axis 
with numbers. Write a selection of letters and multiples of 10 to 100 in the squares. Cover them with a 
piece of paper or, if using the interactive whiteboard, an auto shape. Ask children to give the 
coordinates of one of these squares. Uncover the square and children identify the number or letter. 
Model this activity a couple of times and then allow children to play in pairs. 
 
Use symbols or photographs to introduce children to a number of places in the locality, eg un magasin, 
un café, un musée, une poste, une rivière, une gare. Say the words and ask children to listen and 

 Photographs or map symbols 
representing places in the 
locality 

 6x6 and 10x10 grids  
 Simple map of the locality  

 



 

 
                                                                                                                                                                      

repeat. Are there any words that children think will be easy to remember? Practise saying the new 

vocabulary using games such as Sur mes lèvres (Read my Lips). 
 
Display a 10x10 grid. Label the squares on the horizontal axis with letters and those on the vertical axis 
with numbers. In some of the squares, place flashcards or images of map symbols showing features of 
the locality. Uncover and name the symbols that are in squares suggested by children. They repeat the 
name and choose an appropriate action to help them remember. Some children may benefit from a 
visual reminder that they should name the horizontal axis first. Others may need a prompt sheet 
showing the written words corresponding to the multiples of 10. 
 
Ask children to close their eyes while you cover one of the squares. Children open their eyes and give the 
action to identify the picture that has been covered up. 
 
Use the grid again and give children a coordinate. They name the symbol and then individual children 
say a place and you say the coordinate. 
 
Make some statements about the grid, eg Il y a une poste dans la case B, 30 (There is a post office in 
square B, 30). Children reply with vrai if it is true and faux if it is false.  
Ask some children to lead this activity, then go on to do it in pairs. 
 
Make a false statement about the grid. Children identify that the statement is false. Ask what could 
be changed in the statement to make it true. (Children may choose to change the place or the 
coordinate.) Ask individuals to repeat the statement but changing an element to make it true. Repeat the 
activity with different sentences. 
 

Extension: Give children the opportunity to extend their reply, eg to Non, il y a une rivière dans la case 
B, 30. If the grid has been made as an interactive whiteboard file, hide the cells with a mask and 
reveal them to verify whether children are right or wrong. 
 
Extension: Play Battleships in pairs. Children prepare their own grids with places in some of the squares. 
They then take it in turns to say a coordinate, eg la case C, 20, and their partner either replies Non, 
désolé(e) (No, I’m sorry), or says eg Oui, il y a une poste dans la case C, 20. 
Extension: Children prepare their own grids with places in some of the squares. They then make up 
some statements about them. They share these with a partner, who decides whether they are true or 
false.  



 

 
                                                                                                                                                                      

 
Extension: Find a map of the locality using an internet street finder. Place the school on the map and 
save the screen onto an interactive whiteboard file. Get children to recall what places are to be found 
in different streets. 
 
Extension: Play Le Pendu (Hangman) to practise newly learnt vocabulary, with children taking the 
teacher’s role. 
 

To use directional vocabulary.  Journey to school 
Revise and practice the names of the map symbols from the previous section. 
Display a simple map with appropriate symbols showing a real or imagined journey to school. Explain the 
map to the class and ask them to make the appropriate action when they hear the name of a place, eg 

Quand je vais à l’école, je passe devant une église et des magasins. Cinq minutes plus tard je passe 
devant une gare. Je traverse une rivière et après ça je passe devant un café. Je traverse la rue au 
passage pour piétons. Finalement, j’arrive à l’école. (When I go to school, I pass in front of a church 
and some shops.  Five minutes later I pass in front of a station. I cross a river and, after that, I pass 

in front of a café. I cross the street at the pedestrian crossing. Finally, I arrive at school.) 
Give children a selection of mini-flashcards of map symbols included in the above description. Cover up 
the map and re-read the description of the journey. Children sequence their mini-flashcards. Discuss 

the new vocabulary, such as au passage pour piétons. Ask children how they worked out the meanings. 

Show children a short written sentence about a journey to school, eg Quand je vais à l’école, je passe 
devant un café et un musée (When I go to school, I pass in front of a café and a museum). Invite 
children to come to the front and add appropriate symbols (either flashcards or interactive whiteboard 
images) to each part of the sentence. Chorus the sentence as a class. Repeat with new sentences. 
Give groups of children a selection of similar short sentences. In groups, they match appropriate mini-
flashcards to each sentence in turn and read the sentence as a group. 
Invite confident children to read one of their sentences to the class. 
Show children one of the sentences and ask them to chorus it. Show appropriate symbols (but one of 
which does not match the corresponding part of the sentence). Ask children to identify the mistake and 
invite a volunteer to re-read the sentence, correcting the text to match the symbols. Repeat with new 
sentences. 

 A real or imagined journey to 
school 

 Mini-flashcards of map 
symbols 

 Word and text cards about a 
journey to school 

 

To use directional vocabulary.  More journeys to school 
Model the description of a journey to school again. Give children word cards in random order to build 
a human sentence about this journey. Call out a sentence and children arrange themselves in the right 
order. The class read the sentence aloud.  

 A real or imagined journey to 
school 

 Mini-flashcards of map 
symbols 



 

 
                                                                                                                                                                      

Select one of the children to return to their place so that their text card is no longer visible. The class 
re-read the sentence and fill in the missing word. Repeat the activity until all of the children are 
sitting down. 
Discuss with children how useful they found the above activity for memorising language. Ask them to 
suggest other ideas. 
Play Pass the Sentence Parcel. Cut up some phrases and sentences from a text describing a school 
journey and put them in a bag. Ensure that one of the sentences starts with the phrase Quand je vais 
à l’école, je passe devant … Children pass the bag around as you play some French music. When the 
music stops, the child holding the bag pulls out a phrase or sentence and comes to the front to stick it 
on the board. Children try to arrange the cards so that a meaningful text is eventually revealed. The 
class read the completed text aloud. 
Children work in pairs with mini-flashcards of map symbols. One child chooses two symbols and the 

other builds a sentence, eg Quand je vais à l’école, je passe devant une gare et un café. Less confident 
children can use one symbol to make their sentence. Some may benefit from having a copy of the first 
part of the sentence as a prompt. 
Extension: Children include three or four map symbols in their dialogues. 
Repeat the last three activities from the previous section but this time, children write the sentence down 
and correct the written word. 
Ask confident children to read out their sentences to the class. In groups, using these sentences as 
models, children write a new sentence of their own on mini-whiteboards. Invite children to read their 
sentences aloud. 
 

 Word and text cards about a 
journey to school 

 

To use directional vocabulary.  Saying that you don’t understand! 
Use a simple map of the immediate locality to describe a journey to school and this time include 

directions, eg Je tourne à droite et je passe devant les magasins. Je continue tout droit et je traverse la 
rue au passage pour piétons. (I turn right and pass in front of the shops. I continue straight ahead 
and cross the street at the pedestrian crossing.) Ask children what they think the new words mean. 
 

Practise à droite, tout droit and introduce à gauche by inviting children to respond to instructions such 
as Tournez à droite. Ask them if they can spot the difference between the sound of the verb in the 
description of the journey (eg Je tourne) and in this activity (eg Tournez). 
 
Repeat the previous activity, with children playing the part of the teacher. 

 A real or imagined journey to 
school 

 Mini-flashcards of map 
symbols 

 Word and text cards about a 
journey to school 

 



 

 
                                                                                                                                                                      

Extension: Display words and phrases to help children build and write simple descriptions of their 
journey to school. Model this, with suggestions from children. Encourage them to add a time connective, 
such as puis (then), ensuite (next) or finalement (finally). 
 
Extension: Children use their knowledge of phoneme–grapheme correspondence to synthesise regular 
words. Play games such as Human Phonemes (see Unit 11) or Missing Phonemes, eg dr__t (droit), g__che 
(gauche), c__tinue (continue) and piét__s (piétons). Say each word and ask children to supply the 
missing letters and letter strings. They could use text cards for support. 
Invite a confident child to give a description in French of their journey to school. Then ask them to say 
it again in English. 
 
Children discuss the clarity of both descriptions. Elicit from them the importance of clarity when giving 
information. Draw attention to the fact that, although the French description was very simple, meaning 
was still conveyed.  
 
The class consider the communication skills they would need to describe their journey to school to a non-
native speaker of English, eg slow and careful speech, use of intonation and gesture. Invite a volunteer 
to model how they would describe their journey to school to a non-native English speaker. Children role-
play this situation in pairs. 
 
Invite one or two pairs to demonstrate their role play. Ask children what they can do if they don’t 
understand what someone is saying, eg ask them to speak more slowly. Teach them Je ne comprends pas 
(I don’t understand), Répétez, s’il vous plaît (Repeat, please). 
 
Extension: Children create role plays in which they ask questions of each other and provide information 
about themselves in reply. The role plays include asking for something to be repeated and saying that 
they don’t understand. 
 

 
• to prepare a short 
presentation on a familiar topic  
to write words, phrases and short 
sentences using a reference 

Preparing a short presentation 

Revise modes of transport by singing Je vais à l’école en bus to the tune of ‘Old MacDonald’ (see Unit 
7, Section 1). 
 

Revise the question Comment vas-tu à l’école? and the answer Je vais à l’école en bus, etc (see Unit 7). 
Explain to children that they can use  
Je vais to add sentences to their text about their journey to school.  

 



 

 
                                                                                                                                                                      

Children create a presentation about a journey to school, indicating what time they leave (with a time 
on the hour) and showing some key points of interest. They create an audio file to narrate their 
journey and match the audio narration with appropriate images from the internet or digital photos. 
Some children will benefit from adult support and a prepared bank of appropriate images from which 
to choose. 
Extension: Children work with greater independence and use more complex sentences that include time 
connectives. 
The class agree on a set of criteria on which their presentations will be evaluated, eg clarity of 
narration, appropriateness of images, how easy the description is to follow, etc.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
                                                                                                                                                                      

LANGUAGE 

Core language 

il y a … there is … / there are … 

 

Quand je vais à l’école … When I go to school … 

Je passe devant … I pass in front of … 

 

cinq minutes plus tard five minutes later 

finalement finally 

puis then 

ensuite next 

 

à droite (to/on the) right 

à gauche (to/on the) left 

tout droit straight ahead 

 

Je ne comprends pas I don’t understand 

Répétez, s’il vous plaît Repeat, please 

 

Additional language for this unit 

un magasin a shop 

un café a café 

un musée a museum 

un passage pour piétons a pedestrian crossing 

une poste a post office 

une rivière  a river 

une gare a train station 

une église a church 

Additional language for teachers 

Numéro … c’est quelle lettre? Number … which letter is it? 

 

la case the square (in a grid) 

 

Je traverse I cross 

après ça after that 
 

 

 

 
 
 


